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For years, bridal magazines, wedding planner books, and wedding-focused television programs

have explored every facet of wedding celebrations except for one -- the fun! Professional wedding

entertainer Peter Merry shines some light on the subject of how to create fun and entertaining

wedding receptions.
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My fiance and I are experiencing a bit of a role reversal, in that I am in the minority of grooms, one

who is the primary planner/coordinator of our upcoming wedding. My fiance has great taste and is

involved with all major decisions, but is also an extremely busy professional, so I was happy to step

up as the experienced party planner, doing the homework and pre-negotiating with vendors, before

my fiance and I together make final selections of vendors and the plan. However, I had never

planned a wedding before, so I've bought many books and read lots of websites and paged through

many magazines (I don't think I can look at another magazine ad of a bride-model laying horizontal

on a couch without snickering). Virtually everything is written for the bride who typically plans the

wedding - which to me means there is a heavy emphasis on decorations and flowers and invitations

and linens and color schemes... it was all driving me crazy as a guy trying to put together a wedding

plan that is simply fun and action oriented, while still allows for nice things. I've attended many

dozens of weddings over the years and I've kept an eye on what makes weddings enjoyable and

memorable: keep it festive, keep guests involved, and make sure there is time for the happy couple

to spend time with each of the guests. I never saw any correlation with the size of the party, the

location, the decorations, even the food quality (and I'm a big foodie), with how successful and fun



the wedding was. Given this perspective, I looked and looked for wedding planning advice in all the

books and magazines and websites, hoping to find action oriented advice for having a festive

wedding reception - frankly, I found little useful advice.
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